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Of PARTY-DIVISIONS. 


Furor arma miniftrat. Virc. 


Faétiens among ft great Men, they are like Foxes , when their Heads are divided, they carry 
Fire in their Tails; andvaill the Gountry about them goes to Wreck for it. 
feersge eo Wesster’s Dutchefs of Malfy. 


ROM the Moment’ that Men give themfelves wholly up to a Party, they 
abandon their Reafon, and are led Captive by their Pajions, The Caufe they 
efpoufe, prefents fuch bewitching Charms, as dazzle the Judgment; and the 

Side they oppofe, fuch imaginary Deformity, that no Oppofition appears too violent ; 
nor any Arts to blacken and ruin it, incapable of a fpecious Varnifh. They follow their 
Leaders with an implicit Faith, and, like a Company of Dragoons, obey the Word of 
Command without Hefitation. Tho’ perhaps they originally embark’d in the Caufe 
with a View to the public Welfare; the calm Deliberations of Reafon are imperceptibly 
fermented into Paffion; and their Zeal for the common Good, gradually extinguifhed 
by the predominating Fervor of Fation: A difinterefted Love for their Country, is 


ig 


fucceeded by an intemperate Ardor ; which naturally fwells into a political Enthufiafm ; 
and from that, eafy is the Tranfition to perfect Frenzy. As the religious Enthufiaft fathers 
the wild Ravings of his heated Imagination, on the Spiritef God; and is ready to knock 
down every Man who doubts his divine Infpiration; fo the political Vifionary mifcalls 
his Party-Rage the Perfection of Patriotifm , and curfes the rational Lover of his Country, 
for his unfeafonable Tepidity. “Ihe former may be reduced to his Senfes, by fhaving, 
purging, and letting of Blood; as the latter is only to be reclaim’d by Time or 
Preferment. 

Next to the Duty we owe the Supreme Beinc, we lie under the moft indifpenfible 
Obligations, to promote the Welfare of our Country. Nor ought we to be deftitute of 
a becoming Zeal and Fortitude, in fo glorious a Caufe: We fhould thew ourfelves in 
earneft, refolute and intrepid. We cannot engage in a nobler Undertaking; and 
fcandalous would be our Languor and Timidity, where the Sacrifice of our Lives, is no 
extravagant Oblation. Replete ‘with fuch illuftrious Examples, are the Annals of 
Antiquity, when the great Men of thofe heroic Ages, with a kind of glorious Emulation, 
exerted their Talents in the Service of their Country; and were not only contented, 
but pleas’d, to die for the Common-Weal. Hence Currius and Coprus, with a 
fplendid Catalogue of others, have rendered their Memories eternal, and acquired a 
Renown never to be obliterated. ‘In Nothing (fays Cicero) do we beara ftronger 
* Refemblance to the Divinity, than by promoting the Happinefs of our Species.’ 


Hontines ad Deos hulla re proprius accedunt, quam falutem hominibus dando. But in vain 
doth Party-Spirit veil itfelf with the fplendid Covering, of difinterefted Patriotiim: In 
vain ufurp the Robe of Honour, to conceal its latent Motives. The Difguife may 
fafcinate the Multitude ; but appears tranfparent to the Unprejudiced and Judicious. 
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With all the Eulogiums due to the Advocates for Liberty, without Succefs doth the 
felf-interefted Projector attempt to impofe on Men of Senfe, with that refpectable 
Appellation. A Zeal for our Country is glorious, but a Spirit of Faction infamous, 
Nor is the inconteftable Maxim of the Orator unlimited; but to be regulated by the 
fage Advice of the Poet, 


Eft modus in rebus: funt certi denique fines, 
Ques ultrec citraque nequit confiflere ratum. Hor. 


In a Word, there’s a great Difference between ftaring and fark-mad. 


When I fee a Man warm in fo important an Affair as the common Intereft, I either 
fufpend my Judgment, or pafs it in his Favour. But when I find him mifreprefenting 
and vilifying his Adverfaries, I take it for a ihrewd Sign, that tis fomething more than 
the laudable Motive he pretends, which impels him with fuch Impetuofity and 
Violence. 


Tue great, as well as the little Vulgar, are liable to catch the Spirit of Mobbing ; 
and clufter together to perpetrate a Riot, without knowing the Reafon that fet them in 
Motion. The genuine Confequence this, of Party-Rage and Animofity ! For when 
once we tupprefs the Voice of Reafon, by the Clamour of Faction, we are tofs'd like a 
Veffel ftripp’d of Sails and Rudder, at the Mercy of Wind and Tide: But ’tis a 
Solecifm in Nature, that the beft End in the World is to be attain’d by the worft 
Means; or that we cannot be Patriots, till we are fit for Bedlam. 


A Maw of this Turn, is not half fo intent upon reforming the Abufes of his own 
Party, as difeerning the Errors of his Enemies. To view the Virtues of the Side he 
efpoufes, he ufes the magnifying End of the Perfpective ; but inverts the Tube, when he 
furveys thofe of his Adverfaries. Inftead of an impartial Examination of the Principles 
he acts upon, or the Regularity of his Progrefs, he contents himfelf with exclaiming 
againft the real or fuppofitious Faults of his Antagonifts. In fhort, ’tis not fo much the 
Goodnefs of his own Caufe, as the exaggerated Badnefs of the other, that attaches him 
to his Leaders, and confirms him in his Delirium. Like a Set of Pagans, he makes the 
Spots in the Sun, a Reafon for adoring the Moon. 


THERE are fome interprizing Geniufes, who love to fifth in troubled Waters ; and 
will themfelves difturb the Fountain, to acquire a Reputation under Pretence of 
re-clarifying it to its priftine Purity. A Man who would be overlook’d, or defpis’d in 
times of univerfal Tranquility, may have a Quantum of Lungs and Impudence, to make 
himfelf feem neceflary when the Publick is agitated with Storms, and thrown into 
Convulfions. Nay, a Fellow who has deferved to be hang’d by all Laws human and 
divine, for his Conduct in private Life, will {pring up into an important Champion at 
the Head of a Party. 


“ THERE is a particular Maxim among Parties (fays a fine Writer) which alone is 
** fufficient to corrupt a whole Nation ; which is to countenance, and protect the 
* moft infamous Fellows, who happen to herd amongft them. It is fomething fhocking 
*< to common Senfe, to fee the Man of Honour and the Knave, the Man of Parts and 
“ the Blockhead put upon an equal Foot, which is often the Cafe amongit Parties. 
“ The Reafon is, he that has not Senfe enough to diftinguifh right from wrong, can 
“ make a Noife ; nay, the lefs Senfe, the more Obftinacy, efpecially in a bad Caufe ; 
“ and the greater Knave, the more obedient to his Leaders, efpecially when they are 
“< playing the Rogue.” Unfpeakably calamitous have been the Confequences of 
Party-Divifion. It has occafioned Deluges of Blood, and fubverted Kingdoms. It 
always istreduces a Decay of publick Spirit, with the Extinétion of every noble and 
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gentrous Sentiment. “The very Names of Things are perverted. On Fury and Violence 
it beftows the Aprellation of Magnanimity and Oppofition, and ftiles Refentment and 
Rancour, Heroic Arcor, and Patriot-Warmth. Nor is it ever at a Lofs for Pretences to 
bubble the Mob out of their Wits, and give its wildeft Ravings a plaufible Colour. 


Casar, Pomery, and Crassus, were once the popular Party of Rome ; and their 
Agent for managing the Rabble, the famous, or rather the infamous CLopius. Yet 
the firft inflaved his Country, which but for him would have been inflaved by the Second ; 
and as for CLoprus he had Villany enough to have fet Rome on Fire, and enjoyed the 
Conflagration, could he have done it with the fame Impunity as Nero. Crassus was 
flain for his Avarice by the Parthians, who pouring down his Throat melted Gold, filled 
his Belly with what had ever been the Primum Mobile of Ais Party Spirit. 


Tuar the Head. of Parties are frequently a€tuated by private Views, has given 
great Handle to Court-Writers, who generally embrace every Opportunity to varnith 
the Conduct of their Employer, and argue fophiftically in Proportion to his Wickednefs, 
to triumph on {o plaulible a Topick, and caft an Odium on the moft juftifiable Oppofition. 
Nay, they have carried their mercenary Impudence to fuch a Height, as to throw out 
fly Infinuations, that Patriotifm itfelf is a meer Phantom, and endeavour to laugh the 
World out of one of the moft illuftrious Vertues in it. No fooner doth a Man, in the 
Integrity of Soul, difpute the illegal Meafures of their Patron, than he is branded with 
the opprobrious Name of a factious Spirit, and his generous Benevolence to his Fellow 
Subjects, reprefented as a covert Projeét to accomplith his own Exaltation. As well 
might they impeach the fincere{t Piety of Impofture and Hypocrify, or infer the abfolute 
Non-Exijtence of Vertue, from the World’s abounding with Vice and Knavery. 


Tuus as the defigning Party-Man always appears in the Mafk of publick Spirit, and 
conceals the molt f{cllifh and riotous Difpofition, under the venerable Pretext of afferting 


Liberty, and defending his Country; fo the minifterial Scribbler, taking Advantage - 


of this frequent Proiticution, gives a finifter Turn to the moft laudable Views, and 
ftigmatizes every Man who oppofes the Encroachments of the Court. Hence the 
Neceffity of our greateit Caution in fiding with either Party, till by a watchful Obfervation 
in the Conduct of both, we have plainly difcovered the true Patriot from the falie 
Pretender. 


Atmos? all the Michiefs which Mankind groan under, arife from their fuffering 
themfelves to be 'ed by the Nofe, without a proper Freedom of Thought and Examination. 
Upon this Priciteraft has erected its flupendous Bable, and Tyranny rear’d her horrible 
Domination. And indeed, well may we expect, as the righteous Punifhment of our 
Guilt, to be abanden'd by Heaven to Delufion and Error, if inftead of obeying the 
Directions of that facred Ray of the Divinity, in Virtue of which we claim kindred with 
the higheft Order of Intelligences, we blindly furrender ourfelves to the Guidance of 
any Man, or Set of Men whatever. And yet I have known Perfons of good Senfe, and 
Lovers of Liberty, fo infatuated with Party, as to put a whole City and Country in 
Alarm, and (truggle, as if it had been pro uris et focis to lift a Creature into a Poft, 
who, after all the Buftle made on his Account, was fitter to guide the Tail of a Plough, 
than to fill an Office of Skill and Confidence: But their Breafts were inflamed with 
Party-Spirit, and had the Candidate been a Chimney-Sweep, or a Rope-Dancer, they 
would have exerted an equal Zeal and Aétivity. 


It muft after all be allowed, that a long and uninterrupted Calm in a Government 
divided into feparate Branches, for a Check on each other, is often prefumptive, that all 
Things do not go well. Such is the reftlefs and afpiring Nature of the human Mind, 
that a Man intrufted with Power, feldom contents himfelf with his due Propertion. 
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For this Reafon, an unremitted Harmony between feveral Perfons created as a 
Counterpoize to each other, is fufpicious. Their Union may be the Confequence of 
their keeping within their proper Limits, and it may be the Effect of an iniquitous 
Coalition. TToinfer, therefore, that the Liberties of the People are fafe and unindanger’d, 
becaule there are no political Contefts, is illogical and fallacious. Such a Tranquility 
may be the Refult of a Confederacy in Guilt, and an Agreement between the Rulers to 
advance their private Intereft, at the Expence of the People. But this can never be our 
Cafe. Agreable to the generous Spirit of our Conftitution, we have a Right to examine 
into the Conduét and Proceedings of our Superiors; and upon difcovering them in 2 
Combination of Roguery, if we cannot fet them together by the Ears, we can form a 
Party againft their united Strength: And fuch a Party, I hope we may never want the 
Spirit to form. ‘To conclude, fhou’d a future Governor give into Meafures fubverfive 
of our Liberties, I hope he will meet with proper Oppofition and Controul: But fhould 
a Faction be formed againft him, without Law or Reafon, may the Authors be brane 
with fuitable Infamy. Z. 


Mr. Rerriector, 
* | Hore you will not think it a Paradox that I am one of your greateft Admirers, and 
« "at the fame Time infinitely pleafed to find you meet with fo much Oppofition. Was 
« it not for the Uproar made about your Writings, I fhould think them uleleis, and that 
* you combated an Apparition of your own raifing. But the terrible Clamour about a 
* Paper wrote in the true Spirit of a Proteftant, and I may add with the Benevolence of 
‘a Chriftian, convinces me of the Seafonablenefs and Utility of your Speculations. 
* Thofe who traduce you, anfwer your Defcription : But your Enemies do not confider 
‘that by every fcurvy Libel they publith, they prefent you with Laurels that will 
‘bloom and fiourifh, when their Stupidity is buried in Oblivion. | Whoever 
‘ profecuted fo generous a Defign, without raifing a Swarm of Slanderers ? When the 
* Moon burfts from behind an interpofing Cloud, it fets all the Dogs in the Country 
‘abarking. While there is aFool, or a Knave, or a Bigot, they will villify whoever 
*expofes Folly, or Roguery, or Bigotry. But as fure as you anfwer any of their Jargon, 
“you difoblige one of your beft Friends. I would at leaft infift on your entering the 
‘Lifts, with fome of their Leaders: For tho’ the worfting thofe would be no great 
‘Matter of ‘Triumph, it would neverthelefs be getting the better of Nonfenfe, at firft 
‘Hand. But to engage with every fuperftitious Ideot, who aims at Renown by your 
* Notice of him, wou'd be a difgrace to your Pen, and a Condefcention beneath your 
« Character, No, Sir, maintain your elevated Sphere, and do, as you have promijed 
‘in your Introduétion, look down upon ihem with a fovereign Contempt. Sacrifice not an 
‘Hour of the Time you can employ in inftruéting the Publick, to the immortalizing 
«‘thofe, who, unlefs you give them an Air of Importance, by confuting their Abturdities, 
“will only prove the Beings of a Day, and then fink into Oblivion, like all other dirty 
‘ Scribblers their Predeceflors. “You ought rather to thank them for their Scurrility. 
* They are only fo many Heralds that proclaim your Praife, and propagate the Reputation 
“of your Writings. Nay, they are more. ‘They will furnifh you with Matter fer 
‘ future Speculations ; Not by honouring them with Replies, but by acquainting you 
‘ with the Number of Bigots and Blockheads, and thence extorting from you a Remedy 
‘ for their Diftempers. Proceed, therefore, without Hefitation and Fear, nor flack your 
* noble Progrefs, by running after every little Infeét that would obftru&t your Journey. 
‘In a Word, fcorn to imitate the Crow who defcends on a filthy Carron, amidft a 
‘ Garden of the moft oderiferous Flowers. Yours, Timothy Freeheart. 
Z. 


Have received the Lester figned Sebaftian ; and another tublcrited James Change ; a2 Third from 
the ingenious Philander ; and a Fourth from a former Correfpondent who figas A Lover of Liberty 
and Truth; all which pall be confidered in due Seaton. 
J be Letter figned Simei, is allo come to band; but as I think it not proper to publifo it in the 
RefleQtor, I beg my Corre/pondent to fignify whether 1 may iniert it in one of the weekly News-Paperts 
The Letter in Vindication of the Petition opposed by Eboracus, fall be publifhed next Week. 
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